A Debtor to Mercy Alone

By Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778

A debtor to mercy alone

Of covenant mercy I sing;

Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,

My person and off’ring to bring.

The terrors of law and of God

With me can have nothing to do;

My Savior’s obedience and blood

Hide all my transgressions from view.

The work which His goodness began

The arm of His strength will complete;

His promise is yea and amen,

And never was forfeited yet.

Things future, nor things that are now,

Not all things below or above,

Can make Him His purpose forgo,

Or sever my soul from His love.

My name from the palms of His hands

Eternity will not erase;

Impressed on His heart it remains,

In marks of indelible grace;

Yes, I to the end shall endure,

As sure as the earnest is giv’n;

More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heav’n.
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THE LORD'S DAY – Last week we spent our Bible Study time focusing on the doctrine of election that Peter laid out as foundational in the beginning of his first epistle.  This week, as we continue in our text, we will fill out our understanding of this election by focusing on the remaining elements that the Holy Spirit has given to us through Peter’s pen in verse 2.  We will not only see aspects of election that belong to the elect, but also blessing that is theirs in Christ.  Read 1 Peter 1:1-2. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Lord, teach me from Your Word this week.

MONDAY – By way of a short review, let me again point out that those who are the chosen by God for salvation are “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father…”  This does not mean that God was merely aware and “knew what each man would do” in relation to salvation and “choosing” or rejecting Christ.  Instead, it means that God had a predetermined plan that was preordained.  One Biblical example is found in Acts 2:23 where it says Jesus was delivered for crucifixion by God’s “determined purpose and foreknowledge.”  The same Greek Word “prognosis” is used in both Acts and 1 Peter.  We can clearly see that the same way Christ was foreordained before the foundation of the world to be a sacrifice for sins, Christians are foreknown for salvation.  It’s God who ultimately did the “choosing.”  Read Acts 2:23, Romans 8:29, and Ephesians 1:3-6 (see last weeks study and sermon for a more detailed explanation).

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Sovereign God, we thank and praise You that nothing can alter Your plan, and we thank You so much for Your undeserved love and grace.

TUESDAY – After Peter calls these saints the “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father…”  He says their election is “in sanctification of the Spirit.”  Sanctification (Greek – hagiasmos which means “purification, purity, holiness, sanctification) is the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer which encompasses all that the Spirit produces in salvation.  At salvation the Holy Spirit sets believers apart from sin to God, darkness to light, unbelief to faith and from a love of sin to a love of righteousness.  Read John 3:3-8, Romans 8:2, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Colossians 2:13.  We will spend a few days studying this work of sanctification. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Holy Spirit, thank You for the work You have done and continue to do in the lives of believers. 

WEDNESDAY – There is no way I could adequately and thoroughly explain this incredible work of God in my own words, so my prayer is the prayer of Jesus--that as you read the Word of God, God’s Spirit will teach you from there (John 17:17).  I mentioned yesterday that the sanctifying work in the believer encompasses all that the Spirit produces in salvation.  Here are some of those “products” according to the Scripture—Faith (Ephesians 2:8), Repentance (Acts 11:15-18), Regeneration (Titus 3:5), Adoption (Romans 8:16-17).  These great works are works that the Holy Spirit carries out in the life of a believer in salvation.

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for such an incredible work that He has graciously worked out in our lives as His children.   

THURSDAY – In Acts 15:7-9 Peter expressed again that salvation is the Spirit’s work in the life of the believer.  Notice it was the Spirit who “cleansed their hearts by faith.”  But not only does the Holy Spirit separate believers from sin to God at the moment of salvation (justification), He also continues to make them more and more holy (Philippians 1:6).  This lifelong process in the believer is what we sometimes call “progressive sanctification.”  We see this ultimately completed in our future “glorification.”  God’s purpose is that His children would become more holy and more like His son Jesus Christ in their lives, as they mature, all to His glory.  Read these verses which speak to this fact of progressive sanctification--Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 7:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: Praise the Lord for such grace and mercy and love that continues to work in us this lifelong process of conformity to Jesus Christ. 

FRIDAY – Peter continues in verse 2 to say that believers (the elect) are saved “for obedience”.  Obedience to Jesus Christ is the effect of divine election (Ephesians 2:10).  We are not mindlessly and forcefully pushed into obedience, but we, as God’s children, now have the God given desire to obey Him.  God has prepared our good works “beforehand” just as He has chosen us in Him before time began.  To obey Jesus Christ then is proof of salvation and it could be said that that to obey Jesus Christ is the equivalent of being saved. Paul called this “the obedience of faith” (Romans 1:5).  Unfortunately we do not obey completely and perfectly (1 John 1:8-10, Romans 7:14-25) but the life of a believer is marked with the pattern of obedience to Jesus Christ.  Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you to obey Christ. If you are not saved, become a servant of righteousness rather than sin (Romans 6:17-18). 

SATURDAY – Finally, Peter speaks of the “security of election” when he mentions the “sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”  Peter refers back to a metaphor of Moses who sprinkled blood on the people of Israel as a symbol of the covenant they had with God as they promised to obey Him and His Word (Exodus 24:3-8).  In John 6:37-40 Jesus affirms the security of the elect by saying He would not cast away those who are truly His but would raise them on the final day.  The elect are secure by the blood of Christ, His work on the Cross, which guarantees their forgiveness.  When a person is saved they enter a covenant of obedience to Christ and it is His blood that forgives them and continues to cleanse them even when they sin (Hebrews 9:11-15).  We will look in detail at these issues this Lord’s Day.  Truly Peter sums up these truths when He gives us the words of blessing to the elect, “Grace to you and peace be multiplied.” 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Lord, thank You that you have given us, the elect, a desire to obey You, and thank you also that even when we sin we have forgiveness guaranteed by the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.

